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If you are visiting The Hills 
today, you may wonder what the 
driving force is behind this min-
istry. The answer is simple: to 
systematically teach the Word.

Pastor Gil and the elders are 
committed to teaching the Word of 
God in its entirety, so we know the 
Truth.

If you are looking for a church, 
we are glad you are here and invite 
you back. Our greatest desire is for 
those who come to hear and under-
stand the Truth of God’s Word.

Treasure God’s Word
We live in an age where we 

have easy access to God’s Word. 
It’s on the internet, it’s available on 
CD, and we can download it to our 
iPod, iPad and iPhone. Even Sound 
Words has an app for reading 
through the Bible in a year.

We can listen to the Scriptures 
while we’re doing other things . . . 
like driving across town. There’s 
really no excuse for not being in 
the Bible.

But, it’s more than just reading 
the Bible . . . it must be applied to 
our lives. It must be mulled over, 
buried deep in our hearts and trea-
sured. “Thy word I have treasured 

in my heart, that I may not sin 
against Thee” (Psalm 119:11).

Only then will God’s Word be-
come a part of us. Only then will 
we be amazed to see how God uses 
His Word in our lives.

Evangelism Training
In preparation for Fall Kickoff, 

Adam Flaugh will be presenting 
an evangelism training class on 
Tuesday, September 8 at 7 p.m. in 
the Bible Learning Center.

Adam will share insights and 
methods to use when communicat-
ing the good news. Be sure to at-
tend this class to help develop your 
skills as an evangelist.

One Certainty
One day every tongue will 

confess Jesus is Lord and every 
knee will bow before Him (see 
Phil 2:10, 11). If you have not 
bowed the knee, we beseech you, 
come to the Lord now, while there 
is yet time.

Repent (turn away from your 
sins) and believe Jesus died to pay 
your penalty for sin. Upon believ-
ing this, your sins are forgiven and 
you become God’s child.

Please don’t put this off—you 
may awake to find it is too late. 
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Continued on page 5

New Girls of Grace Directors

Steve and Gail DeRiese
By Gale Engle

 “The Girls of Grace program 
is very dear to our hearts,” Steve 
DeRiese said. “Both of our daugh-
ters went through Girls of Grace 
and we saw how God used it in 
their lives to mature and develop 
them in the faith. Gail and I are 
humbled and honored to serve as 
leaders for this ministry.”

Steve grew up in Scribner 
where he attended a small church. 
After high school, he moved to 
Lincoln and began dating Gail. 
They were married in 1991. While 
Steve and Gail discussed where 
they should attend church, Gail’s 
brothers, who listened to Sound 
Words on the radio, suggested that 
they attend Indian Hills Commu-
nity Church.

“The very first Sunday we 
came to the Hills, Gil opened the 
Bible and began to teach, and the 
Bible came alive!” Steve said. “I 
thought that I had been saved as a 
child, but as I listened to the teach-
ing from the Word, I knew I did 
not have genuine faith.”

God was drawing Steve to 
Himself. “We continued to come 
to church, but I convinced Gail to 
sit in the back row. I was intimi-
dated because everyone seemed so 
spiritual and I knew what wretched 
condition I was in. I didn’t want to 
talk to anyone in case something 
revealing would slip out.”

Steve continued to sit under 
the teaching of the Word. “I began 
to see myself as God saw me,” 
Steve said. “I saw how all the 
‘good deeds,’ like going to church 
every Sunday and being nice were 

Steve and Gail DeRiese and family

“We appreciate all the work 
that has gone into this ministry,” 
Gail DeRiese said. “The Bible and 
home-making lessons are wonder-
ful, and we even enjoyed going to 
camp.”

 “We’re looking forward to 
nurturing the girls in the truth and 
seeing them grow in their under-
standing,” Steve said.
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but filthy rags to God.”
Steve repented of his sins and 

believed that Jesus paid the penalty 
for his sins on the cross. It was 
1995 and Steve was a new creature 
in Christ. “Since then, Gil has 
continued to teach me richly from 
God’s Word.”

It was not long before God’s 
Word began to convict Steve that 
he needed to be serving in the 
church. He and Gail started out 
serving in Wee Care, teaching the 
class their daughter was in, and as 
he grew he began teaching Sunday 
school.

Gail grew up on a farm by 
Scribner. Her mother read Bible 
stories to her each night and Gail 
played the organ in church almost 

every Sunday.
When Gail was a junior in 

high school, her older twin broth-
ers were born again. “I saw a 
huge change in their lives,” Gail 
said.  She moved to Lincoln to 
attend college after high school. 
“That summer, my brother invited 
me to a Bible study at his home 
back in Scribner, where I learned 
that I was a sinner and it grieved 
me. Suddenly I understood God’s 
great love and mercy displayed on 
the cross. I realized that my sin 
separated me from God, but He 
sent His only beloved Son to die 
on a cross and pay the penalty for 
my sins. I repented of my sins and 
believed in Jesus’ death and resur-
rection.”

Steve and Gail are excited to 
be working with Girls of Grace, 
look forward to the coming year, 
and ask for your prayers as they 
seek God’s will in leading Girls of 
Grace.

Continued from page 4

Steve and Gail 
DeRiese

Deaf Conference. 
Many volunteers 
will be needed 
for the Friday-
Saturday, October 
2, 3 conference. If 
you would like to 
help, contact Perry 
or Lori Beard at 
402-475-5657.
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Make plans to attend the 2015 Fall Kickoff Picnic & 
Concert on Sunday, September 13. Bring the whole 
family and invite your friends and neighbors. Interpreted 
for the Deaf. Everyone is welcome.

Interpreted for the Deaf
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Fall Kickoff
Building Up & Reaching Out Activities Begin This Week

Every year, in the beginning of 
September, we host an event to “kick 
off” the various fall ministries that 
are resuming after summer break.

From AWANA to high school and 
college groups, to adult classes—ev-
ery ministry is designed to teach the 
Word of God and to promote godly 
living.  

Kickoff Week 
Reaching Out

A week of activities has been 
planned starting Tuesday, Septem-
ber 8 to help accomplish our goal 
of reaching out to others with the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. We have a 
privilege to show the love of God and 
hope you can join us in evangelizing 
on these days.

Tuesday, September 8
Evangelism Training Class at 

7:00 p.m. in Bible Learning Center.

Wednesday, September 9
Door-to-Door Evangelism. Meet 

6:30 p.m. at northeast entrance.

Thursday, September 10
 Bubble Soccer at 6:30 p.m., north 

of the UNL Student Union on the 
grass.

Friday, September 11
 Street Evangelism. Meet at 7:00 

p.m. at Alpha Omega House.

Saturday, September 12
Game day evangelism at the 

Husker Game. Meet at 5:00 p.m. at 
northeast entrance.

Kickoff Sunday
September 13
Building Up

Free Picnic—4:30 p.m.
Come hungry and enjoy a deli-

cious, catered barbeque before the 
concert. Bring a lawn chair or use one 
of the chairs provided. You can enjoy 
food and fellowship outside on the 
grass or come in and take a tour of the 
church building.

Ministry Opportunities—4:30 p.m.
There are many ministries and 

lots of opportunities to serve at IHCC. 
If you are a believer in Jesus Christ, 
you are part of His church and your 
gifts and abilities are needed for the 
“growth of the body for the building 
up of itself in love” (Eph 4:16b). Dur-
ing the picnic, stop by the tables set up 
outside and see where help is needed. 
Sign your name on one of the ministry 
sign-up sheets and someone will con-
tact you with more information.   

Concert—6:00 p.m.
Our music ministry has put 

together a concert designed to give 
all the glory to God.  He deserves our 
worship! You’ll hear from groups and 
soloists as a well as a message from 
God’s Word. We’ll also be singing to-
gether and you won’t want to miss it! 
The concert will conclude at 7:30 p.m.

Invitations

We would love you and your 
guests to be a part of this event. You’ll 
find invitation cards at each of the 
church entrances. Feel free to grab 
some and pass them out to friends and 
family.
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Family News. 
Hospitalized. Pete Hedgpeth was 
a patient at St. Elizabeth Hospital.
Hospitalized. Jason Prather is a 
patient at St. Elizabeth Hospital.

Children’s Studies
Sunday School Children reviewed 
recent lessons.
Children’s Church. The children 
studied Joshua 23–24 and learned 
about holy living in the promised 
land. The lesson goal is to obey 
God wholeheartedly while living 
in a sinful world.

Information
Labor Day. The church will be 
closed Monday, September 7 in 
observance of Labor Day.
AWANA leaders meeting will 
be held Sunday, September 13 in 
the high school room (1430) im-
mediately following the morning 
worship service. The meeting will 
conclude in 15 minutes or less.
Clothing Outlet. The outlet will 
not be open this week. Instead, 
plan to visit the outlet on Tuesday, 
September 15.
Awana Workers Needed for Awa-
na on Wednesday nights beginning 
September 16. If you would like to 
teach, assist, listen to verses, work 
with crafts, treats, or recreation, 
please contact Galen Pfeiffer. Call 
402-613-6896––leave message––
or e-mail: gk5fer@gmail.com

Ladies, please join us Tuesday, 
September 8 for our first Titus 
Tuesday meeting this fall. We 
meet in the Bible Learning Center, 
starting with a light brunch at 9:15 
a.m., followed by our Bible lesson, 
“Walking in the Spirit,” taught 
by Teresa Krieger. Chris Thomas 
will moderate the discussion that 
follows. Child care from nursery to 
preschool will be provided as well 
as a home school class. Hope to 
see you there! 
Choir and Orchestra. Rehearsals 
resume Wednesday, September 16. 
Orchestra will rehearse from 6:00 
p.m.–7:30 p.m. Choir will rehearse 
from 7:00–8:30 p.m. Choir will 
meet in the EDGE Room (Choir 
Room). Talk to Aaron Nicholson 
about joining orchestra (aaron.
nicholson@ihcc.org). Come join 
us and, “Sing to Him a new song; 
play skillfully with a shout of joy” 
(Ps 33:3).
Boys of Faith Fall Campout will 
be held Friday–Sunday, September 
25–27 at Wildwood Lake. Regis-
tration is due Wednesday, Septem-
ber 23.
Sound Words will resume be-
ing open on Saturdays mornings 
from 9 a.m. until Noon beginning 
September 12 and Wednesday 
evenings from 6:30-8:30 beginning 
September 16. We will continue 
being open weekdays from 8 a.m. 
until 5 p.m. and Sundays before 
and after morning and evening 
services.
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Cookies/Fruit. We need 20 vol-
unteers to bring fruit for the Fall 
Kickoff meal on Sunday, Septem-
ber 13. If you are willing to bring 
fruit for about 15 people, contact 
Kathleen at (402) 483-4541, or 
email her at kathleen.anderson@
ihcc.org. Please bring fruit that 
won’t get brown or go bad quickly 
and that would mix well with other 
fruit. Good choices are cantaloupe, 
grapes and pineapple. Please 
have the fruit cut up and ready to 
serve when you bring it. If you are 
bringing cookies or fruit, please 
bring them to the church kitchen 
by 1 p.m. on Kickoff Sunday.
Wednesday Night Book Study. 
If you plan to attend the five-week 
book study on “Putting Jesus in 
His Place,” starting Wednesday, 
September 23, please consider 
picking up the book and getting 
a head-start on the reading. The 
five lessons will be covering the 
five “units” in the book. The first 
unit covers chapters 1–5.  It is not 
necessary to purchase a book or 
do the reading, but the class will 
be more beneficial if you read the 
book. There will also be time at 
the end of the lesson for questions. 
Jot them down as they come to 
mind when you are reading.
Branson Trip. There are five seats 
left on the bus to Branson for the 
November 3–6 trip. If you would 
like to go, please call SueAnn at 
402-483-6671 or 402-419-6465. 
Time is getting close, so don’t 
delay.

Home School Class. Each Titus 
Tuesday morning, a homeschool-
ing class will be offered for 
children whose mother is attend-
ing Titus Tuesday. This class is 
for students, Kindergarten–sixth 
grade. We will begin our orga-
nized mornings in the gym, south 
side. Please plan on sending 15-20 
minutes of independent work and 
needed supplies (some direction 
reading and help will be available) 
for your child, each time.
If you are planning on your K–
sixth grader joining our class, 
or if you have any questions, 
please contact Shannon O’Neal at 
402-420-9986. Also, any ladies 
(homeschooling or not), who have 
a special desire/heart to help in 
our homeschool room, please call 
Shannon. We need rotational help-
ers each week, and women who 
might be interested in teaching 
a lesson (art, science, etc.) to our 
students on occasion.
Sunday Night Nursery. An adult 
helper is needed for the first and 
fifth Sunday of the month in the 
two-year-old room. If interested, call 
Joanna Andrews, 402-465-0301 or 
Lynette Wiens, 402-570-9044.

Last Week’s Message
August 30 AM. Peter Barber. PB 
20. Christ Is Lord Over All Cre-
ation. Colossians 1:15-17
August 30 PM. Peter Barber. PB 
21. Christ Is Lord Over the New 
Creation. Colossians 1:18-20
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Girls’ Choir is an opportunity 
to minister and learn about God 
through vocal music. We are open 
to girls in fourth–twelfth grade.  
We meet every Wednesday night 
from 5-6:15 in the choir room.  
The girls have a half-hour dinner 
break before other Wednesday 
night activities begin. We minister 
to churches, hospitals, and nurs-
ing homes throughout the year. 
Girls’ Choir will be starting on 
September 16. If you would like to 
join, please come to the choir room 
that night. Due to size restraints, 
attendance is key to continued 
participation. If you have ques-
tions, please call Teresa Krieger 
at 402-417-2852 or Peggy Cline at 
402-560-6697. 

Cleaners are needed to vacuum 
and wipe down surfaces of a sec-
tion of the church once every five 
weeks. If you’d like to serve the 
Lord in this capacity, please call 
Tami Coffin, 402-366-3490. 
Information Desk workers are 
needed for Sunday mornings and 
evenings. If you would like to help, 
contact Kathleen Anderson at 402-
483-4541 or kathleen.anderson@
ihcc.org.
Coats, jean jackets, hats, gloves 
and more are waiting to be picked 
up by their owners. Stop by the 
south lobby and check the coat 
racks on the far end for your per-
sonal belongings.

Fall Registration
 Awana
 Girls of Grace
 Boys of Faith
Two ways to register:

1. Register online at www.ihcc.org. Simply click on the 
registration link and type in the information.

2. Stop by the table in the Family Center today or 
September 13 to register in person.
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Church Leadership
Board of Elders
Gil Rugh. Chairman
Jeff Horn
Rob Jensen
Larry Riekenberg
Rob Schmidt
Mike Shrader
Randy Sperling
Greg Thomas

Pastoral Staff
Gil Rugh, Senior Pastor
Donald Goertzen
Duane Nelsen
Aaron Nicholson

Support Staff
Kathleen Anderson
Twila Beck
Phil Boehr 
Gale Engle
Jon Sauer
John Scholle
Kevin Wheat

Deacons
Jim Aust ........................... Children’s Church
Adam Flaugh ............................... Evangelism
Jonathan Goodding ................. Boys of Faith
Jeff Harford ................................. Junior High
Jim Krieger ..................................... Wee Care
Curt Kuster ............................... Communion
Nick McElvain .......................... High School
Tom Price...............................Nursing Home
Todd Smith ............................ Sunday School

Part-Time Staff
Doug Andrews
Jerry Andrews
Rick Gloe
Carroll Lavalleur
Nathan Marra
Ed McClure
Dale McDaniel
Michal McGrew
Charles Muir
Kara Papke
Carsten Scholle
Zach Wheat

Creative Sewers will meet 
Tuesday, September 8, at noon for 
lunch and sewing.
Gardening. Please meet in the 
south parking lot on Wednesday at 
9:00 a.m. 
Hospitalizations. Please call the 
church, 402-483-4541, and notify 
Pastor Aaron Nicholson for all hos-
pitalizations and births.

VBS 2016 will be held July 11–15.
Weddings & Funerals. Please call 
the church, 402-483-4541, and ask 
for either Pastor Duane Nelsen or 
Pastor Aaron Nicholson for wed-
ding and funeral arrangements.
Home Bible Studies. If you are 
looking for a Home Bible Study, or 
are interested in hosting a study in 
your home, contact Matt Sherman 
at 402-465-8030.
Sonshine Kids (4s & Ks) meet 
every Sunday evening at 6:30 in 
the Sonshine Kids’ room.
Nursing Home Door-to-Door 
Evangelism. If you’d like to help, 
call Adam Flaugh, 402-580-3014.
Used Book section is available at 
Sound Words. You may contribute 
to or make purchases of discount-
ed and hard-to-find books. Our 
shelves are growing and the stock 
is constantly changing in both the 
fiction and non-fiction categories.
Door to Door evangelism will 
not meet on Labor Day. Join us 
next Monday at the church’s north 
entrance at 6:15 p.m. 
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This Week’s Events
Sunday

Registration begins for Awana, 
Girls of Grace, Boys of Faith

Sonshine Kids 6 p.m.

Monday
Labor Day: Church Closed
No Door to Door Evangelism

No Sisters

Tuesday
Titus Tuesday Begins 9:15 a.m.

Creative Sewers Noon
Evangelism Class 7 p.m.

Wednesday
Gardening 9:00 a.m. 

Door-to-Door Evangelism 6:30 p.m.

Thursday
 Bubble Soccer at 6:30 p.m.  

(13 and R Streets).
No Alpha Omega Study 7-8 p.m.

Friday 
Street Evangelism 7:00 p.m. 

Alpha Omega House

Saturday
Tract Give-a-way at Husker Game

5:00 p.m.

Future Events
September 13

Awana Meeting 11:30 a.m.
Fall Kickoff

September 15
Clothing Outlet 8 a.m.–7:30 p.m.

September 16
Girls’ Choir 5–6:15 p.m.
Orchestra 6–7:30 p.m.

Awana 6:45 p.m.
Junior High 6:45 p.m.

Choir 7–8:30 p.m.
Issues in our Contemporary World

September 20
Girls of Grace, Boys of Faith 

Begin

September 23
Wednesday Night Study

September 25–27
Boys of Faith Fall Campout

October 2, 3
Deaf Conference

Alpha Omega Fall Retreat

October 4
Baptism

October 6
Cleaning Morning

October 11
Communion

October 31
Men’s Breakfast

November 3–6
Branson Trip 

November 15
Baptism
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